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A Nation At Risk 
 

All, regardless of race or class or economic status, are entitled to a fair chance and to the tools for 
developing their individual powers of mind and spirit to the utmost. This promise means that all children by 
virtue of their own efforts, competently guided, can hope to attain the mature and informed judgement 
needed to secure gainful employment, and to manage their own lives, thereby serving not only their own 
interests but also the progress of society itself.  

 
Our Nation is at risk. Our once unchallenged preeminence in commerce, industry, science, and 
technological innovation is being overtaken by competitors throughout the world. This report is concerned 
with only one of the many causes and dimensions of the problem, but it is the one that undergirds American 
prosperity, security, and civility. We report to the American people that while we can take justifiable pride 
in what our schools and colleges have historically accomplished and contributed to the United States and 
the well-being of its people, the educational foundations of our society are presently being eroded by a 
rising tide of mediocrity that threatens our very future as a Nation and a people. What was unimaginable a 
generation ago has begun to occur--others are matching and surpassing our educational attainments. 
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